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ECONOMICS AND INDUSTRY STANDING COMMITTEE 
Fourteenth Report — “Inquiry into the 2011 Kimberley Ultramarathon —  

tabling of formal evidence and other documents” — Tabling 
MS A.R. MITCHELL (Kingsley) [12.41 pm]: I present for tabling the evidence, submissions and 
communications that informed the committee as to the issues raised by the Kimberley Ultramarathon inquiry, 
together with a report of the committee explaining what material has been tabled.  

[See papers 5414 and 5415.] 

Ms A.R. MITCHELL: As Mr Acting Speaker (Mr P.B. Watson) will recall, the house directed the committee to 
undertake an inquiry into the 2011 Kimberley Ultramarathon and to report to this house. The house provided the 
committee with specific terms of reference. On 16 August 2012, the former chair of the committee, Dr Mike 
Nahan, MLA, tabled the committee’s thirteenth report entitled “Inquiry into the 2011 Kimberley 
Ultramarathon”. Standing order 278(2) provides — 

Unless the committee resolves otherwise, relevant formal evidence taken by the committee will be 
tabled with the report and it may also be accompanied by minutes of proceedings and other documents.  

Such were the time pressures involved in tabling the committee’s report on 16 August 2012, the committee 
deferred consideration of the evidence and documentation it would table in the house until after the committee’s 
report had been tabled. The committee has now completed those deliberations, and I advise the house that the 
committee has resolved that all evidence, submissions and communications that informed the committee on the 
issues raised by the inquiry should be tabled so as to inform the house, unless there is a very good reason not to. I 
advise that all material tabled with this report today has been authorised by the committee to be tabled with the 
house as part of the inquiry. Evidence taken in camera has not been tabled. Evidence taken for which the 
committee has agreed to a request from the contributor to keep the material confidential has not been tabled. 
Correspondence and communications that had little probative value and/or were largely argumentative, 
speculative or peripheral to the issues raised by the inquiry have not been tabled. Some evidence, submissions 
and communications have been redacted to remove information of a personal and embarrassing nature.  

I draw the house’s attention to the following tabled material. First, a large amount of video footage has been 
tabled. By explanation, Eventscorp—a division of Tourism WA—entered into an agreement with Sydney-based 
film company Beyond Action to film the 2011 Kimberley Ultramarathon as part of a proposed documentary 
series that would be distributed internationally to highlight the race and scenery of the state’s north west. Beyond 
Action proceeded to attend and shoot footage of the 2011 Kimberley Ultramarathon. Tourism WA provided the 
committee with 19 DVDs of footage shot by Beyond Action of the 2011 Kimberley Ultramarathon. All footage 
was viewed by the committee’s secretariat, and excerpts viewed by the committee as part of its deliberations and 
preparation of the committee’s report. The video footage was of great assistance to the committee in addressing 
the issues raised in the inquiry. The committee has resolved that the totality of the video footage it received be 
tabled, and it has been redacted only to the extent where moments of a personal and embarrassing nature have 
been filmed.  
Second, the committee received a large amount of information from Western Australia Police. WA Police 
provided to the committee a compilation of documents entitled “WA Police Report”. The “WA Police Report” 
was delivered to the committee as a large TIFF file of 34 megabytes in size, which had been burnt onto a CD. 
The “WA Police Report” contains, amongst other things, a number of witness statements. The witness 
statements were of great assistance to the committee in addressing the issues raised in the inquiry.  
During the course of the inquiry, the deponents of witness statements were advised that, as with all forms of 
evidence gathered during an inquiry, reference may be made to parts of their witness statement in the 
committee’s final report and may be tabled in Parliament at the conclusion of the report, along with the other 
evidence collected during the inquiry. The committee considers it essential that the house be provided with the 
witness statements, and accordingly has resolved to table the entirety of the “WA Police Report”, which contains 
these witness statements, with suitable redactions of information of a personal and embarrassing nature.  

Third, the committee has tabled the risk management plan prepared by RacingThePlanet. On 1 June 2012, 
RacingThePlanet provided a copy of its risk management plan to the committee, accompanied by a request that 
the committee treat the plan as confidential. RacingThePlanet submitted that the plan comprised valuable 
intellectual property, the content of which has been developed and formulated over the 10 years during which 
RacingThePlanet had conducted remote location footraces. The plan is referred to and is the subject of analysis 
in the committee’s report of 16 August 2012. After having regard to the extent to which the plan is referred to 
and analysed in the committee’s report, the need to inform the house of the basis upon which the committee 
conducted its deliberations, and the submission of RacingThePlanet that the plan comprised valuable intellectual 
property the content of which has been developed and formulated over the 10 years during which 
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RacingThePlanet had conducted remote location footraces, the committee has resolved to table the plan, as well 
as the versions of the plan that RacingThePlanet provided to the Fire and Emergency Services Authority, WA 
Police and Tourism WA.  

Fourth, the committee obtained recordings of the emergency phone calls made on the day of the fire. The 
committee has resolved to table all the audio recordings of all emergency phone calls it received from FESA, 
WA Police, St John Ambulance and Telstra.  
I now will speak of how the committee has dealt with the vast amounts of digital data it received during the 
inquiry. The committee received large amounts of information in digital form, such as video files, audio files, 
emails, pdfs, graphic files and zip files. All digital media the committee has resolved to be tabled is now 
contained on an external hard drive. This external hard drive is part of the materials that have been tabled in the 
house today. Where possible, and in addition to the external hard drive, digital material has been tabled in the 
form in which it was presented to the committee. For example, the committee resolved to table, subject to 
redaction of material of a personal nature, all 19 DVDs it received from Tourism WA. Of the 19 DVDs, 17 did 
not need redaction and have thus been tabled in their original DVD form. It can be appreciated that with respect 
to the remaining two DVDs, the original discs could not be tabled. In this regard, the approach of the committee 
was to convert the digital video footage on the two DVDs into electronic media files, and to use a video editing 
software package to remove the personally sensitive material. The redacted video files were then transferred to 
the external hard drive. For the sake of completeness, the external hard drive includes an Excel spreadsheet that 
lists all tabled documents and contains a link to an electronic version of each tabled document.  

As to non-digital media, I advise that where possible the material tabled has been tabled in the form in which it 
was presented to the committee. For example, letters received by the committee as submissions are tabled in 
their original paper form. If, however, a submission contained a private phone number or address, the pages 
containing this information have been removed and replaced by pages with this information blanked out.  

In conclusion, the committee has been guided by the principle that all evidence, submissions and 
communications that informed the committee as to the issues raised by the inquiry should be tabled so as to 
inform the house, unless with respect to a particular item there is a very good reason not to. The material tabled, 
in conjunction with the committee’s report of 16 August 2012, should enable the house and its members to be 
informed to the fullest extent possible of the issues raised by the inquiry and the committee’s analysis, 
recommendations and findings in relation to these issues. I thank Kristy Bryden and Scott Nalder for their 
extensive and diligent work in compiling this evidence. 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington) [12.49 pm]: I rise to make some brief remarks about the tabling of the 
evidence from the Kimberley inquiry. I will not canvass the issues of the Kimberley inquiry because that was 
done quite well in my last comments. I want to mention the fact that we are tabling this digital evidence today in 
the form of an external hard drive. As I understand, it is the hard drive that is tabled and becomes part of the 
record of the Parliament. 

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 

[Continued on page 6744.] 
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